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I. Quorum:

1. The Republic Armenia

2. Commonwealth of Australia,

3. People's Republic of Bangladesh

4. Federative Republic of Brazil

5. Kingdom of Cambodia,

6. People's Republic of China

7. Arab Republic of Egypt

8. French Republic

9. Federal Republic of Germany

10. Republic of India

11. Indonesia

12. Republic of Indonesia

13. Japan

14. Malaysia

15. United Mexican States

16. Kingdom of Morocco

17. Kingdom of the Netherlands

18. New Zealand

19. Kingdom of Norway

20. Republic of Portugal

21. Russian Federation

22. Republic of South Africa 

23. Kingdom of Spain

24. Kingdom of Sweden

25. Swiss Confederation

26. Kingdom of Thailand

27. Republic of Turkey

28. United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland 

29. United States of America 

30. Socialist Republic of Vietnam



II. Introduction to the Committee

Founded on April 7, 1948, the World Health Organization (WHO) consists of 194 member

states and is the United Nations’ agency that promotes health and is working towards providing

universal health coverage for those who don’t have access to quality healthcare. It was created in

order for the United Nations to be able to deal with health affairs. Some of its initial contributions

were dealing with diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, venereal disease, and other diseases.

Its primary goal is to work to achieve a higher health quality for everyone in the world. But it

also deals with public health issues, health research, classifying new diseases and dealing with

epidemics. To do so, the agency works with the UN, governments, experts, NGOs, and others to

achieve their goal of making healthcare accessible for all. WHO also critically aligns with the SDGs

of the 2030 Agenda, as it states the importance of health in the paragraph 26 of the 2030 Agenda

states: “To promote physical and mental health and well-being, and to extend life expectancy for

all, we must achieve universal health coverage and access to quality health care. No one must be

left behind” (UN SGD Knowledge Platform, n.d.). WHO is also clearly aligned with the 3rd SDG,

which poses that all people should have good health and well-being. (UN SGD Knowledge

Platform, n.d.)



III. Statement of the Issue

In early May of 2022 a massive outbreak of Monkeypox cases was reported in several

countries. The main thing was that many of these countries were not endemic countries for this

disease, apart from this, the fact that this outbreak led to a spread of the disease in a speed that had

never been seen before is alarming for everyone in the world. (WHO, 2022)

On October 11 of 2022 over 109 countries in the world had cases of monkeypox, of these

only 7 African countries were reported as endemic for this disease. Of all of the countries affected

by this, North America, North Europe and South America host the countries that are currently the

most affected by this outbreak. Specifically, the USA, Spain, Germany, France, and Brazil host

more than half of the cases just on their own. The outbreak of this disease is violating and

threatening the third SDG, which means to ensure “Good Health and Well Being” (United Nations,

2016). This is seen in the fact that since its outbreak over 72,000 people have been affected by it

and it has killed around 26 people.(CDC, 2022)



IV. Topic History
●



II. Current Issues

The USA, who currently has over 27,000 cases of monkeypox, has had to deal with a

previous outbreak of monkeypox before, as mentioned on the topic history. On August 4 of 2022, it

was declared a national health emergency by the Biden administration. They have allowed doctors

to go around some rules in order to use tecovirimat, a drug that is recommended for treating this

disease. With the health emergency being declared they have allowed for more funds to go to

testing and vaccination, but the administration has been criticized for having a slow response to the

epidemic. (CDC, 2022) (Stollberg, S. 2022)

Spain has been one of the most affected countries by this outbreak, holding over 7 thousand

cases and two deaths caused by the disease. Nevertheless, the Spanish government has been

distributing vaccines, in order to try to stop the spread that this disease has had on the country.

Spain has really struggled in contact tracing and is why they are focusing more on encouraging

prevention. (Associated Press, 2022) (ECDC, 2022)

Brazil has been the most affected Latin American country by the disease, with over 8, 000

cases. (CDC, 2022) The spread in Latin Americas as a whole has been hard to control, especially



noting that there may be a lack of or under reporting of cases. Although cases have been stabilizing,

it is not over yet, since there is always the possibility of mutations. PAHO (Pan American Health

Organization) has been working on spreading education of the disease on LGBTQ channels that

deal with HIV, in order to try to stop the spread in this community, since it has been the most

affected. (PAHO, 2022)

The Republic of Congo has had to deal with monkeypox for a really long time, since it is

endemic to the more dangerous of the 2 main variants, the Congo Basin Clade (kills 10% of the

people who get infected and is more transmissible) smallpox. This country was host to the initial

treatment evaluations of the drug tecovirimat, which could be a promising solution. Before the

outbreak, this country was the most affected by monkeypox in the world, but this is due to the fact

that they have the Congo Basin Clade variant. There have been several studies in this country to try

to deal with the disease, but the country does not have the funding to deal with the multiple

outbreaks. (NIH, 2022) (WHO, 2020)

Finally, Nigeria, another endemic country to monkeypox, has had cases of this disease since

1971, and has had multiple outbreaks ever since. This country has been one of the ones from which



tourists have returned to their home countries with monkeypox before the outbreak even started. In

2017, Nigeria had another major outbreak, and it didn’t stop. But even two months after

monkeypox was declared a public health emergency Nigeria and other African countries have not

received vaccines nor enough aid to deal with the crisis.  (Ogoina, D. 2022)

III. Relevant International Action

On July 23 of 2022 the WHO alongside the IHR Emergency Committee recognized

monkeypox as a public health emergency of international concern and in the press conference,

WHO’s director gave the following acknowledgement: Firstly, by what has been seen by the

countries, the virus is spreading at a rate never seen before. Second, it has reached the criteria to be

considered a public health emergency of international concern. Third, the IHR Emergency

Committee has not yet reached a consensus advice. Fourth, there is not yet enough scientific

evidence, and relevant information, which leaves us with many unknowns. And finally, this virus

threatens human health due to its potential to spread internationally, which could interfere with

international travels. (WHO Director-General's, 23 July 2022)



Alongside this, he sent recommendations for all countries on the world, which consist on the

following: to stop transmission and protect vulnerable groups; To engage and protect affected

communities; To intensify surveillance and public health measures; To strengthen clinical

management and infection prevention and control in hospitals and clinics; To accelerate research

into the use of vaccines, therapeutics and other tools; And recommendations on international travel.

(WHO Director-General's, 23 July 2022)

IV. Guiding Questions

1. What are the most vulnerable groups to this disease and how can they be helped?
2. How can the spread of the virus be reduced and what can be done in order to deal with
mutations such as the Congo variant?
3. How can outbreaks of more zoonotic diseases such as COVID-19 or Monkeypox be
prevented?
4. What health measurements should be implemented in order to eradicate the disease, at least
from the non-endemic countries?
5. What kind of support should be given to developing countries in order to help them deal
with this outbreak?
6. What basic guidelines should be set in order to deal with the immediate situation of
Monkeypox?
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