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I. Quorum: 

1. Argentine Republic 

2. Barbados 

3. Belize 

4. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

5. Commonwealth of the Bahamas 

6. Commonwealth of Dominica 

7. Co-operative Republic of Guyana 

8. Dominion of Canada 

9. Federative Republic of Brazil 

10. Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis  

11. Grenada 

12. Jamaica 

13. Oriental Republic of Uruguay 

14. Plurinational State of Bolivia 

15. Republic of Chile 

16. Republic of Colombia 

17. Republic of Costa Rica 

18. Republic of Cuba 

19. Republic of Ecuador 

20. Republic of El Salvador 

21. Republic of Guatemala 

22. Republic of Haiti 

23. Republic of Honduras 

24. Republic of Nicaragua 

25. Republic of Panama 

26. Republic of Paraguay 

27. Republic of Peru 

28. Republic of Suriname  

29. Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

30. Saint Lucia 

31. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

32. United Mexican States 

33. United States of America 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Introduction to the Committee 

 
     The Organization of the American States (OAS) was created when twenty 

governments and the United States signed the OAS charter back in 1948 with the 

purpose of having better security.  A year after the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 

Assistance the organization emerged and the member states pledged to strengthen 

peace, promote representative democracy, and encourage economic and social 

cooperation. Since then, the member states have increased their numbers to thirty-five 

states and seventy-two permanent observers. 

       This organization is focused on human rights, social and economic development, 

electoral oversight, and security in the Western Hemisphere. Its primary function is to 

promote democracy, law enforcement operations and more through the inter-American 

system. Many foreign policies recognized this organization due to important regional 

diplomacy, ideological divisions, and its efforts to promote democratic principles. 

The OAS current leader is Secretary General Luis Almagro, Uruguay’s former foreign 

minister. The headquarters is in Washington DC where they have summits of the 

Americas every two to five years, in which each nation's leaders debate about initiatives 

to reinforce diplomatic ties. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Statement of the Issue 

 

 Ensuring democracy and democratic actions in Nicaragua has had consequences all 

around the world, including the nation's relationship with this organization. Long before 

Nicaragua's situation escalated to a much higher level, the OAS tried to safeguard the 

country’s peace. One of the most recent examples of this is when in 2017, the organization 

sent a message to Nicaragua, where it was established that they had to change their 

electoral system. They sent the message through a visit from the Secretary General of the 

OAS, where both the (Secretary General and Nicaragua’s representative) signed an 

agreement. However, this agreement didn’t last long since the anti-government protests in 

2018 left 355 people dead, hundreds detained and many more exiled.(Agence France-

Presse,par.1) Due to these events last November, Nicaragua ended the country's 

relationship with the organization, they closed the office in Managua, Nicaragua’s capital 

and rescinded the credentials of the representatives in Washington. The organization 

protocol indicates that for a full member to make a withdrawal it has to have a lapse of 

over two years so the member can complete any pending duties they may have with the 

organization, meaning until Nicaragua finishes their duties regarding the OAS the country 

will remain a full member.   

       

 

 

 

 



 

 

       Since Daniel Ortega’s first presidential elections, Nicaragua's electoral council has 

taken apart many if not all institutional checks on presidential power. During the 2016 

elections, the council removed opposing political parties and made it so that in later 

presidential elections Daniel could run unopposed. Therefore, many governments from 

America and Europe considered this to violate the fundamental rule of elections being free 

and fair. For the possibility of benign chosen president again Ortega arranged that 

authorities arrest and   prosecuted government critics, any opponents he may have, journalists, 

leaders, student’s groups, businessmen and more. All that Daniel Ortega´s presidential rule (2007-

present) has achieved is that Nicaragua’s civilians lose their right to the freedom of expression and 

restrictions respecting political discrimination and restrictions on abortions.  

     The relation between ensuring democracy and democratic actions in Nicaragua and the 

Sustainable Development Goals is important because this goal's main purpose is to 

maintain peace, cooperation, and security in every nation and with each other. This 

situation in Nicaragua enters with more than one SDG, specifically with the 16th goal 

which is “Peace, justice and strong institutions” its purpose is to generate peace, end 

conflict and reduce violence in institutions or societies, entering perfectly with Nicaragua’s 

situation. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Topic History 

 

 
 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPV1zNtZo/FV7VLdRA60mQH-

UtLh32Lw/view?utm_content=DAFPV1zNtZo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink 
 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPV1zNtZo/FV7VLdRA60mQH-UtLh32Lw/view?utm_content=DAFPV1zNtZo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPV1zNtZo/FV7VLdRA60mQH-UtLh32Lw/view?utm_content=DAFPV1zNtZo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink


 

 

 

 

V. Current Issues 

 

United States of America 

 

     The US government wants to continue improving the security and return democratic 

government to Nicaraguan people.  In the 2021 elections, the Ortega-Murillo political 

party (Daniel Ortega and his wife Rosario Murillo) imprisoned more than 50 members of 

the opposition, journalists, private sector, seven potential presidential candidates and more 

(US Department of State, par.4). This ended in Ortega winning his fourth term in office. 

The US responded strongly to the Ortega regime´s human rights abuses and forced every 

Nicaraguan to vote for him to be president by giving powerful support to the Nicaraguan 

people's efforts to use their legally given human rights and return to a democratic rule. 

Some examples of what they have done to help Nicaraguan people are. 

• The US has forced visa restrictions on more than 300 people to the regime in its 

assaults on democracy. (US Department of State,par.5) 

• Have called the Nicaraguan government asking them to restore esteem on human 

rights. (US Department of State, par.5) 

• The Department of Treasury has confiscated 47 Nicaraguan individuals and 11 

entities involved in Ortega's government or the Sandinista party. (US Department 

of State, par.5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Canada  

       Canada’s government is opposed to Ortega’s regime, since 2022 they sanctioned 35 

people that were in affairs with the Ortega regime. Canada suggests peaceful ways to get 

over this, to talk about it in a political way, more respect for basic human rights and for the 

immediate release of political prisoners. Canada will continue to find a lasting solution to 

this issue. Canada's assistance to Nicaragua is mostly focused on improving socioeconomic 

conditions and helping those who most need them there, especially women and youth. 

(Government of Canada, page.1) 

 

 

 

Brazil 

 
     Brazil’s presidential election is going to be announced by the end of October, and the people 

fighting for that place are current president Jair Bolsonaro and former president Luis Ignacio Lula. 

Bolsonaro is using Nicaragua’s political state in his favor, saying he will accept all Nicaraguan 

catholic priests and nuns who are persecuted in Nicaragua. Bolsonaro comments that Lula would 

turn the Brazilian government into Ortega’s even though Lula was president for 8 years and that 

never seemed to occur. Bolsonaro’s Political sons tweeted that Bolsonaro needs to stay in power 

and that it is odd that Lula is friends with Daniel Ortega, since then Lula has distanced himself 

from Ortega’s image. Lula commented that he hasn’t had contact with Nicaragua in 10 years and 

urges Ortega to “Not abandon Democracy”. Lula has most of the Catholic/Christian vote, even with 

all the allegations that he would attack he has had since 1989, but he openly says that he 

encourages the freedom for everyone to predict their faith. 

 

 



 

    

VI. Relevant International Action 

 
       Over than 350 people have died, countless have been injured, there have been 

thousands of arbitrary arrests, and nearly 100,000 people have fled the nation for their 

safety since the country’s democratization efforts began in April 2018. National 

opposition groups continue to push for a peaceful transition to democracy and oppose a 

return to the military struggle that has defined Nicaragua's history. According to 

research (The United Nations and Nicaragua: Opportunities and Risks, n.d.) 

However, the prospect of free and fair national elections in November 2021 seems more 

unlikely due to continuous government brutality and opposition to suggested electoral 

changes. Apart from the UN's Office for Human Rights' vocal stance, the United 

Nations (UN) has kept a quiet profile since the events of April 2018 despite playing a 

significant part in recent Nicaraguan history. However, the UN now has the chance and 

capacity to help bring about a peaceful end to Nicaragua's complex political, economic, 

and humanitarian crisis. 

      William Vigil, a diplomat representing Nicaragua, contends that the issue needs an 

ongoing, concerted effort on behalf of the international community. Along with bilateral 

activities, the Organization of American States' efforts require substantial participation 

from the UN and international financial organizations. William Vigil comes to the 

conclusion that the UN has an unique opportunity to aid Nicaragua in overcoming its 

extreme division, authoritarianism, and economic deterioration and to assist in guiding 

changes in the post-election era. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

VII. Guiding Questions 

 
1. How has Daniel Ortega’s presidency affected the country’s relationship with 

different Nations-States and organizations? 

2. How has the 2018 April crisis changed the path Nicaragua’s government was 

headed?  

3. How has your delegation’s relationship with Nicaragua changed over the course of 

Daniel Ortega’s presidency? 

4. Has the UN passed any motions/resolutions against how the democratic situation in 

Nicaragua is affecting its country's people?  

5. How has Nicaragua’s position in the OAS since democracy started to disappear? 

6. What events over the last century have changed the government style in Nicaragua? 

Has it had a positive or negative effect on the country?  
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