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I. Quorum

1. Arab Republic of Egypt

2. Commonwealth of Australia

3. Federation of Malaysia

4. Federative Republic of Brazil

5. Federal Republic of Germany

6. French Republic

7. Islamic Republic of Pakistan

8. Japan

9. Kingdom of Cambodia

10. Kingdom of Morocco

11. Kingdom of Norway

12. Kingdom of Spain

13. Kingdom of Sweden

14. Kingdom of the Netherlands

15. Kingdom of Thailand

16. New Zealand

17. People’s Republic of Bangladesh

18. People’s Republic of China

19. Portuguese Republic

20. Republic of Armenia

21. Republic of India

22. Republic of Indonesia

23. Republic of Italy

24. Republic of Turkey

25. Republic of South Africa

26. Republic of the Philippines

27. Russian Federation

28. Socialist Republic of Vietnam

29. State of Qatar

30. Swiss Confederation

31. United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland

32. United Mexican States

33. United States of America



II. Introduction to the Committee

Since its foundation in June 1972, as the result of the Stockholm Conference on the

Human Environment, the United Nations Environment Programme, otherwise known as UN

Environment or UNEP, has been the highest governing body on international environmental

issues. This committee is responsible for regularly analyzing global environmental issues and

coordinating international efforts to combat emerging problems on the matter. As a result,

UNEP’s mission is “to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the

environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their

quality of life without compromising that of future generations.” (UN Environment

Programme). In that regard, UNEP works together with its 193 State Members and

representatives of civil society, as well as companies and other stakeholders, aiming to

mitigate the three environmental crises of climate change, nature and biodiversity loss, and

pollution and waste. (UN Environment Programme, 2022)

Throughout its history, “the UN Environment Programme has gained importance by

playing a key role in international environmental policy” (UNEP, 2020), especially by being a

facilitator of several major multilateral environmental agreements and conventions (MEAs).

Among these meetings are The Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as the Basel,

Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, in which UNEP can plan and implement action plans

to achieve its environmental and sustainable objectives. (UNEP, 2020)



III. Statement of the Issue

Within the last years, fast fashion has become a common situation that takes place in

the world. With the big amount of production, new products and consumers that always want

new stuff, fast fashion has been taking place, having a positive impact on the economic

sector. The industry “considers the USD 1.34 trillion value of the global apparel market. That

figure would rise to approximately USD 2 trillion if footwear and jewelry were included”

(CommonObjective, 2019). However, this has created environmental problems, affecting and

polluting the environment by all of the production and chemicals from factories.

According to the United Nations Environment Programme, “the fast fashion sector is

the second largest consumer of water and is responsible for 8-10% of global carbon

emissions, more than all international flights and shipping combined” (UNEP, 2019). And,

according to Business Insider, “85% of all textiles end up in landfills each year and laundry

releases 500,000 tons of microfibers into the ocean each year, the equivalent of 50 billion

plastic bottles.”(Business Insider, 2020). These environmental effects greatly affect the entire

planet, making this problem a global one, as every corner of the Earth will be affected by

waste, pollution, etc. In addition, according to The True Cost, one in six people work in some

part of the global fashion industry, making it the most labor-dependent industry in which

insecurity and low wages predominate.



This topic has a great relation with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) due to

the fact that it has become a problem and that if it continues, it will affect the future

generations. The SDG 8 of Decent Work and Economic Growth is one that is related, as Alex

Assoune from Panaprium expressed: “Fast fashion has a huge economic impact. It's

responsible for the recent growth (on average 4.78%) and future growth (5.91% in the next

three years) of the apparel industry”(Assoune A., 2016). Therefore, it has helped the

economy of many countries as well as it has contributed for them to develop a better industry,

innovate and create new products, which connects the SDG 9 of Industry, Innovation and

Infrastructure.

However, in the context of the fast fashion problem in the world, there are different

blocks of countries that are affected in different ways. For example, on one hand, there are

countries such as Bangladesh, Philippines, China, Turkey, India, which are textile producing

countries and are mostly affected by the wastes and overproduction of fast fashion factories,

as well as the socio-economic impact of fast fashion. This block of countries keeps workers

in the textile industry with very low wages and unsafe working conditions, creating a vicious

circle of poverty. On the other hand, in another block of countries, the United Kingdom,

Sweden, and France lead the fast fashion industry and are home to companies of this type.

Therefore, “most of these countries are affected by a consumerist society, which leads to a

large amount of waste and environmental pollution” (GreenTumble, 2016).



Also, the principles of recycling, reusing and reducing are key for this solution, which

all of this is connected with SDG 12 of Responsible Consumption and Production. Finally,

the SDG 13 of climate action is involved because of the environmental impact that the

pollution of factories creates, which contributes to global warming. According to UNEP,

stated in 2019: “the fashion industry is the second-largest consumer of water, and exceeds the

greenhouse gas emissions of both international flights and maritime shipping combined.”

(UNEP, 2019)



IV. Topic History

PDF of Topic History

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IUIsmXSYDLZtpvoL8Lw5gOzxjBRhCqjG/view?usp=sharing


V. Current Issues

Bangladesh

Bangladesh, due to its geographical area in South Asia, with a population of 164.5

million, is considered as one of the countries in the world most vulnerable to natural

disasters, including cyclones, storm surge, floods, earthquakes, and landslides. As a result, it

experiences long-term environmental effects. This, in turn, causes major economic

repercussions, as a large part of the economy is based on activities such as agriculture, and

prevents Bangladesh from developing fully. However, despite this, Bangladesh is a key

country producer of the highly polluting fast fashion industry. In Bangladesh, there is high

demand from European and American companies where production is steadily increasing,

which "creates lower wages, more precarious working conditions and detrimental

environmental consequences" (The Borgen Project, 2021).  “It is estimated that garment

workers' wages are between $25-$75 a month” (The Borgen Project, 2021), which hinders the

country's economic growth. However, in addition to the minimal wages workers receive,

because of the fast and cheap labor, working conditions are harsh and can lead to major

events. “The most tragic event that has occurred was in a building called Rana Plaza, located

in Dhaka. It killed 1,138 people and injured 2,600” (The Borgen Project, 2021). In addition, it

should be noted that “garment production produces 1.2 billion tonnes of greenhouse gas

emissions every year.” (Nature Climate Change, 2018). However, as fast fashion is a pillar of

Bangladesh's economy, removing the entire textile chain would affect the economy on a large

scale and millions of people would end up unemployed.



China

Despite high economic growth on the part of China, which has a population of 1.52

billion, it has brought more environmental consequences: "From 2007 to 2015, China's gross

domestic product (GDP) increased 2.6 times. At the same time, the total amount of industrial

waste gas emissions also increased 1.8 times" (Zhao X., Jiang M., Zhang W, 2022). China is

a highly productive and exportable country, and in the fast fashion industry it is no exception.

The country is the largest producer country of the garment industry and is the dominating

country in the purchasing market in the world. However, similar to the situation in

Bangladesh, China, being a garment producing and purchasing country in the fast fashion

industry, strives to keep the wages of workers as cheap as possible, accentuating poverty in

the country. In addition, China faces two major and key problems: overproduction and waste.

“It is estimated that between Chinese companies and consumers, approximately 26 million

metric tons of clothing each year are discarded” (BorgenMagazine, 2020). However,

organizations such as IPE Green Supply Chain Map identifies and publishes the

environmental impacts of each company within the country, such as the pollution rates in

their areas.

France

“France, with a population of 65.6 million and being the world’s seventh largest

economy” (World Bank, 2022), is a leading country in the fast fashion industry, being the

country that contains renowned brands in the industry. However, France has taken active

action on the issue. For example, “a new law issued by the French government, retailers shall



be banned from destroying garments, cosmetics and other goods returned, unsold or those

remaining in their inventory for a long period of time” (KLEIDERLY, 2020). This, in turn,

helps to mitigate the highly polluting effects of the industry's waste and overproduction

(which is one of the key problems of fast fashion).

India

India, a country located in South Asia, with a population of 1.64 billion and being the

fifth largest economy, is the second largest exporter and manufacturer of the fashion industry,

just after China. However, in a similar climate to the rest of the garment producing countries,

Indian garment workers live in constant exploitation, receive poverty wages and work under

unsafe conditions. However, "Fair Fashion'' is a possible solution to the problem in the

country. For example, in 2018, Textile Exchanges Organic Cotton Market Report found that

“India was the largest producer of organic cotton”  (Textile Exchanges Organic Cotton

Market Report, 2018). By having a large production of this material, India has been able to

open the way for more companies to start using more sustainable materials and offer better

quality of life to workers. Among the companies mentioned above are WORK+SHELTHER

and KKIVI.

United Kingdom

The United Kingdom, which ranks as the sixth largest economy, with a population of

68.7 million (World Bank, 2022), is a highly affected country in terms of its marine coastline

and resource exploitation. In spite of this, nonetheless, it’s one of the leading countries in the



fast fashion industry worldwide. It is estimated that one in three young women in the UK

consider once- or twice-worn garments to be old. “British consumers sent 300,000 tons of

textiles to burning or landfill in 2018” (Siegly L., 2019). Based on the GENeco organization,

“responsible for 1.2 billion tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions annually, every UK

household, as a result of their clothing consumption, produces the equivalent emissions of

driving a modern car for 6,000 miles” (GENeco, 2022). As a result, some initiatives such as

"News to Reuse", which consists of informing the consumer about the environmental impacts

caused by the company via a QR code, have been implemented.

VI. Relevant International Action

The issue of Fast Fashion has gained more relevance in recent times, since, through

research on the subject, a chain of environmental, psychological, economic and social

damage has been found. Moreover, as it is a global issue, awareness has been raised and

international actions have been proposed with the aim of mitigating and eradicating the

consequences of the problem. And, to this end, the UN has not been left behind. “On March

14, 2019, the UN Environment Assembly launched the United Nations Sustainable Fashion

Alliance, which is supported by UN agencies and allied organizations, with the aim of

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by coordinating actions in the fashion sector”1

(United Nations, 2019). “Some of the international organizations that the UN Alliance for

Sustainable Action collaborates with to meet its objectives are International Labour

1 Synthesis Report on United Nations System-wide Initiatives related to Fashion 2021 Edition
https://unfashionalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/UN-Fashion-Alliance-Mapping-Report_Final.pdf

https://unfashionalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/UN-Fashion-Alliance-Mapping-Report_Final.pdf


Organization, Ethical Fashion Initiative, UN Global Compact, Connect4Climate, among

others” (UN Alliance For Sustainable Fashion, 2022) .  In addition to the partnership, it is

worth noting that the United Nations, in 2019, hosted its 'Good for the Earth, Good for the

Planet' sustainable fashion conference, which “brought together around 400 participants to

discuss the implications of the fashion industry on the SDGs” (United Nations, 2019).

Another prevalent international agreement is the “Paris Climate Change Conference, where,

for the first time, an agreement was made with more than 190 countries to work together to

combat the effects of climate change” (Natural Resources Defense Council, 2021).



VII. Guiding Questions

1. Where does your delegation stand in the supply chain of the fashion industry, and how

can changing that help contribute to the whole industry?

2. How can countries be held accountable for their sustainable fashion objectives? What

incentives or deterrents can be put into place?

3. Why has Fast Fashion risen in popularity in your country? What fashion brands are

widespread in your country and how do they affect the environment?

4. How can the consequences of fast fashion be eradicated, while seeking a point of

agreement with fast fashion companies, and taking into account the possible economic

and environmental repercussions?

5. Are your country’s labour laws ethical within the fashion industry? If not, how can

they be changed?

6. What can be done to incentivize a shift in consumer mindset to seek a more

sustainable future for the fashion industry?
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