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Topic A

Addressing the Situation of Arm Trafficking between

Countries´ borders.
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1. Quorum:

1. Federative Republic of Brazil

2. French Republic

3. Gabonese Republic

4. Kingdom of Norway

5. People's Republic of China

6. Republic of Albania

7. Republic of Ghana

8. Republic of India

9. Republic of Ireland

10. Republic of Kenya

11. Russian Federation

12. United Arab Emirates

13. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

14. United Mexican States

15. United States of America



2. Introduction to the Committee

On October 24 of 1945, was founded the committee of Security Council, this was

created after the World War II because of the failures in maintaining global peace. The

Security Council is the committee with primary responsibility for international peace and

security worldwide. It takes the lead in investigating the threats to the peace or acts of

aggression against countries. It provides strategies for adjusting the terms of settlement and

encourages parties of a conflict to settle it peacefully. The Security Council occasionally has

the option of using sanctions or even approving the use of force, in order to preserve or

restore global peace and security (United Nations, 2020).

The Security Council is constituted of 15 members (quorum). Each one has a vote

during the arrangement and to establish an agreement, there should be a majority of votes (9

out of 15). Out of these 15 members, 5 of them are permanent members (China, France,

Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States) and 10 non-permanent members,

which are selected by the General Assembly each year (Security Council, 2022).

All UN Member States must abide by the Security Council's decisions, which are

binding legal documents. The Security Council can pass resolutions imposing responsibilities

or sanctions on one or more States when peace is gravely threatened. The committee can also

set up a peacekeeping operation (PKO), create sanction regimes, and establish international

criminal tribunals.  (Security Council of the United Nations, 2022)



III. Statement of the Issue

Weapons are meant to be used for protection and security, but they are often used for

violence and to kill innocents. The conflict of Arm Trading involves the legal or illegal

commerce of weapons around the world. This problem focuses on the import, export, sale,

movement and transfer of firearms, their complements (including parts and ammunition), and

transportation across a territory of one state party to another without the authorization or

concern of both of them. The penalty varies depending on the type of weapon and the law, as

well as whether they are explosives or weapons of mass destruction, and they are not marked

in the United Nations protocol against this problem.  (United Nations, 2022)

The trade of small arms and light weapons is one of the major markets to worry about.

It is linked with further illegal activities and it is a supplementary source of income for

organized criminal groups. Illegal firearms trade also generates between 125 million EUR to

236 million EUR per year globally, which statistically, is between 10% to 20% of the total

trade in legal firearms. In 2015, around 640 million illicit firearms were in circulation (1

illicit firearm per 11 people in the regions of the UN). (Illegal Arms Trafficking, 2022)

Arm traffickings are related to the SDGs (Sustainable development goals) number 3,

and 16. The SDG Number 3, Good Health and Well-being, is related to the topic Because the

potential that someone may be in danger rises with the availability of more weapons in a

nation. In SDG number 16, the main function is to promote a peaceful and inclusive society

for people, nations try to provide access to justice for all and build and effect, and an



accountable and inclusive institution at all levels, which would help by getting a better living

place for the actors. (United Nations, 2022)

It is of utter importance to understand how to control and respond against firearms

capabilities and challenges of transnational firearm-related crime. In addition to their use in

armed robbery and murder, these weapons are also associated with a wide range of crimes

such as corruption, environmental crime, human trafficking, maritime piracy, organized crime

and terrorist activities. It is also important to develop and disseminate research and analysis

of firearm-related crime trends, techniques, intelligence on trafficking routes and methods.

Some of the methods used to get the weapons over a countries border are, often by

sending their parts and components separately, the weapons may also be trafficked by land,

by sea or involving many actors that carry small amounts of arms, this method is called the

“Ant Trafficking” (Global Crime, 2022)



IV. Topic History

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPrzwAuuY/RORnTUPLquPzMAUtmETPJA/view?utm_

content=DAFPrzwAuuY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=pu

blishsharelink

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPrzwAuuY/RORnTUPLquPzMAUtmETPJA/view?utm_content=DAFPrzwAuuY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPrzwAuuY/RORnTUPLquPzMAUtmETPJA/view?utm_content=DAFPrzwAuuY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPrzwAuuY/RORnTUPLquPzMAUtmETPJA/view?utm_content=DAFPrzwAuuY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink


V.  Current issues

Right now, this problem is still a big issue to the United Nations, because this puts in

danger some of the bigger countries of the organization. For example,

According to the Organized Crime Index, Libya is the number one country with most

arm trafficking in the world, with a score of 9.5% of its population suffering from this

problem, and this is causing most of the conflict in the region. Conflict in the area has been

fueled by Libya's arms trade. The fall of Muammar Gaddafi and the beginning of the civil

war in 2011 led to an increase in the proliferation of illicit weapons. Despite the weapons

embargo, Libya continues to receive arms transfers from other countries, however these

transfers make up a small portion of the overall arms trade in the nation. The majority of arms

dealers are modest businesses that serve as a conduit between several parties. Other

supporting systems that facilitate the movement of armaments far more significantly include

offshore banks, offshore corporations, and nations with weak legal systems and high levels of

corruption. The majority of the weapons transported to nearby nations originate in Libya.

(Organized crime index, 2022)

The United States is well known for being the number one arm exporter, and one of

the main sources of sophisticated weapons, such as machine guns. It is known as the easiest

country to get a weapon from a regular store such as Walmart or Academy because of Liberal

gun laws. Because of these purchases, these guns are then transported, resold or trafficked to



states or countries with stricter gun-control laws. Additionally, guns transferred from the US,

whether legitimately or illegally, are acquired by armed gangs, drug dealers, and terrorist

organizations. This encourages conflict, shootings, suicides, killings, drive by-shooting,

police operations, inadvertent shootings, and mass shooting. A rise in gun violence has also

been related to a growing mistrust of US police enforcement. Around 39,000 Americans die

from gun violence every year.  (Organized crime inder, 2022).

Afghanistan is a country that has a significant problem with gun trafficking as a result

of more than 40 years of conflict. High levels of insecurity increase the demand for firearms

and make it simple for militias, rebels, and civilians to get weapons on the illicit market.

While older weaponry from earlier battles are still in use, the recent influx of foreign

weapons to the Afghan security forces, primarily from Western nations, has significantly

aided in the spread of guns. Another significant problem is the diverting of high-caliber

foreign weaponry to terrorist and insurgent organizations through raids and infiltration of

military bases. Low pay is another factor that encourages dishonest military officers to sell

arms to civilians and terrorists. Additionally, weapons brought into Afghanistan from other

areas of Central Asia feed the country's growing arms trade. The employment of smuggled

weapons by rebels in continued attacks on domestic targets, such as civilians, the

government, and international organizations, is evidence of the piercing negative impact that

the illicit arms trade has had on the entirety of every aspect of society. (Organized crime

inder, 2022)



VI.  Relevant International Action

The Security Council has taken action against the current threat, they coordinate the

United Nations system on all issues related to arm trades, build synergies of arm trades, such as

small arms, light weapons, and stockpile management. They provide advice and assistance in

implementing and capaciting the UNODA (The United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs)

regional centers in Africa, Asia, the Pacific and Latin America.

One of the main solutions that the UN has established to solve the problem is the

“Firearm Protocol”. The firearm protocol was adopted by resolution 55/255 of 31 May 2001

at the fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly of the United Nations and it entered into

force on 3 July 2005. This protocol allows the states to “control and regulate licit arms and

arms flows, prevent their diversion into the illegal circuit, facilitate the investigation and

prosecution of related offenses without hampering legitimate transfers” (United Nations,

2001). The Firearms Protocol seeks to advance and deepen global cooperation and create

coordinated methods for preventing, combating, and eliminating the production and

trafficking of illegal firearms, their parts and components, and ammunition (firearms). States

have to commit to adopting and putting into practice a number of crime-control measures by

ratifying or adhering to the Firearms Protocol. (Office of drugs and crime, United Nations,

2022)

These protocols actions to help solve this problem are, creating a system of

government authorizations or licensing intended to ensure legitimate manufacturing of, and

trafficking in firearms, establishing the illicit manufacture and trafficking of firearms as a

criminal offense in accordance with the Protocol's requirements and definitions, adopting



effective control and security measures, including the disposal of firearms to prevent their

theft and diversion into the illicit circuit, and ensuring adequate marketing. (Office of drugs

and crime, United Nations, 2022)



VII. Guided questions

1. What are your delegation’s policies regarding weapons?

2. Has your country been involved in a resolution relating to this topic?

3. Are there any legal consequences for the people or groups that were caught in the

involvement of this  problem?

4. Has your delegation already taken action about this problem? If so, what are some of

their actions taken?

5. What risk does the arm traffic affect to Human Rights?
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