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I. Quorum

1. Judge Althea Violet

Alexis-Windsor

2. Judge Antoine Kesia-Mbe Mindua

3. Judge Bertram Schmitt

4. Judge Chang-ho Chung

5. Judge Gocha Lordkipanidze

6. Judge Joanna Korner

7. Judge Kimberly Prost

8. Judge Luz del Carmen Ibáñez

Carranza

9. Judge Marc Perrin de Brichambaut

10. Judge Miatta Maria Samba

11. Judge Piotr Hofmański

12. Judge Péter Kovács

13. Judge Reine Alapini-Gansou

14. Judge Rosario Salvatore Aitala

15. Judge Sergio Gerardo Ugalde

Godínez

16. Judge Socorro Flores Liera

17. Judge Solomy Balungi Bossa

18. Judge Tomoko Akane



II. Introduction to the committee

The International Criminal Court (“ICC” or “The Court”) is characterized by its

prosecution of individuals accused of crimes described under the Rome Statute of the

International Criminal Court (ICC, 2022). The ICC, which is based in The Hague, was

established in 1998 but started operating in 2002. The reason this court was made in the first

place was to have a permanent international criminal court in place of temporary war crimes

tribunals like the Nuremberg Trials. Unlike its fellow international body; the International

Court of Justice, the ICC is entirely independent of the United Nations, though it often

cooperates with the Security Council. As of 2022, there are 123 State Parties that have

ratified the Rome Statute, giving the ICC jurisdiction over crimes that fall under it. The Court

has a total of 18 Judges, who are elected every 9 years by the Assembly of State Parties (ICC,

2021).

III. Rome Statute

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court is the treaty on which the ICC

is based. It was adopted in 1998 and has since acquired 123 total ratifications and a few more

signatories. The Rome Statute is made up of 128 articles, defining the crimes, jurisdiction,

admissibility and more on the powers and limitations of the Court. This legal instrument is

the tool prosecutors and other staff of the International Criminal Court use to enforce the

power of international criminal law and end impunity on a global scale (ICC, 2022).



A. Types of Crimes and Definitions

● Genocide: “Acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,

ethnical, racial or religious group.” (ICC, 2022, p.10). Crimes of genocide exceed the

scope of local crimes, as they are systematic and target masses rather than specific

individuals. These are usually committed as a way to exterminate a minority in order

to empower a dominant group of the population (ICC, 2010).

● Crimes against humanity: “Acts committed as part of a widespread or systematic

attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the attack” (ICC,

2022, p.10). In the context of international crime, these are acts committed with the

intent and knowledge to directly attack civilians in diverse forms. There are a total of

16 forms of crimes against humanity listed in the Elements of Crimes document,

ranging from murder, extermination, sexual slavery, persecution, apartheid, and

several others (ICC, 2010).

● War crimes: “Crimes committed as part of a plan or policy or as part of a large-scale

commission of such crimes.” (ICC, 2022, p.11). As stated by the Elements of Crimes

document of the ICC, these acts are categorized by the fact that they “took place in

the context of and was associated with” an armed conflict (ICC, 2010).

● Crimes of aggression: “Planning, preparation, initiation or execution, [...] to exercise

control over or to direct the political or military action of a State, of an act of



aggression which [...] constitutes a manifest violation of the Charter of the United

Nations” (ICC, 2022, p.14). Crimes of aggression are defined by pre-meditation and

the enforcement of actions aimed to take control of another State’s political and/or

military power for the benefit of a specific person in power. They often involve

large-scale conflicts, which spread over long periods of time and affect large portions

of the population being assaulted (ICC, 2010).

IV. Court Function

Unlike most of the other committees in MUNMX, the ICC is its own specialized

agency, thus meaning it follows a different protocol than regular committees. The sessions are

led by three Chair members; the President, Moderator and Conference Official. These

members of the MUNMX team are in charge of facilitating the debate flow. The Defense and

Prosecution Councils are representatives of both sides of the case at hand, their task is to

present their arguments and persuade the Judges to rule in their favor through speeches,

debate, credible witnesses and solid evidence.

The International Criminal Court’s debate flow is divided into a few sections:

Presentation of the case, Open Chambers and Closed Chambers. The opening arguments,

witness testimonies and anything added to the case throughout sessions are considered the

presentation of the case. Open Chambers are held with the goal of letting Judges interact with

councils and witnesses, asking questions to acquire more information on the case. These

sessions are facilitated and moderated by members of the Chair, who will be choosing which



Judge will speak next when participants raise their placards. Closed Chambers are when

Judges have the opportunity to deliberate and debate amongst themselves without the

presence of councils and witnesses. This section of the debate will not be highly moderated

by the Chair, although Judges can still ask for guidance whenever they deem it necessary.

V. Court Procedure

1. Welcome

2. Roll Call

3. Opening the Session

4. Swearing of the Oath

5. The Charges - Judges will be given information about the case.

6. Open Chamber - Judges will get to listen to the Defense, Prosecution and their

witnesses, to then make questions or comments.

i. Opening Statements - Defense and Prosecution councils say their

statements.

ii. Presentation of the Case - Witness is called, Prosecution and Defense

ask them questions.

iii. Establishing the Agenda - Establish questions, follow-ups and

comments

iv. Questioning Period - Judges ask questions either to the witness or the

councils.



7. Closed Chamber - Judges debate without the councils in the court.

8. Open Chamber - Judges will get to listen to the Defense and Prosecution and

the accused, to then make questions or comments.

i. Presentation of the Accused - Prosecution and Defense ask questions to

the accused.

ii. Questioning Period - Judges ask questions to the accused or the

councils

iii. Closing Statements - councils say their final statements

9. Closed Chamber - Judges deliberate without the councils in the court.

i. Deliberations - Judges debate to determine the final verdict

ii. Verdict - Judges vote for each charge as guilty or innocent.

10. Reading of the Verdict - the final verdict is read, determining if the accused is

innocent or guilty of the charges.

11. Close the Session

VI. Motions

Raise your placard to make a motion to…

● Open the Session

● Motion to start an Open Chamber

● Motion to set the Agenda

● Point of Information



● Follow-up

● Point of Commentary

● Motion to begin a Closed Chamber

● Extend the Time

● Close the session

● Begin deliberations

● Vote on the verdict

● Point of inquiry

● Point of order

● Point of personal privilege

VII. Preparation:

The International Criminal Court does not require previous written material or notes

as preparation from the Judges since the case will be revealed during the sessions themselves.

However, research on the following resources is recommended:

● Elements of Crimes

● The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

VIII. Important terminology:

https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/Publications/Elements-of-Crimes.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/RS-Eng.pdf


● Impunity: Criminals acting with any sort of impunity are those who commit serious

crimes that are documented, and have been condemned as they’re seen as

wrongdoings, but have gone unpunished by the law (Merriam-Webster, 2022)

● Jurisdiction: In the case of the ICC, the amount of legal power that the court holds

regarding situations where crimes against humanity or war crimes have occurred.

(ICC, 2022)

● Prosecution: Refers to the party responsible for proving, through evidence and solid

arguments, that the accused is guilty of the crimes charged against them. (Coalition

for the ICC, 2022)

● Ratification: In the context of the ICC; the process by which a country accepts to be

legally bound by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. (ICC, 2018)
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