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Topic B:

The imminent threat that Microplastics pose to the

Environment and the well-being of wild-life.
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I. Quorum

1. Arab Republic of Egypt

2. Commonwealth of Australia

3. Federation of Malaysia

4. Federative Republic of Brazil

5. Federal Republic of Germany

6. French Republic

7. Islamic Republic of Pakistan

8. Japan

9. Kingdom of Cambodia

10. Kingdom of Morocco

11. Kingdom of Norway

12. Kingdom of Spain

13. Kingdom of Sweden

14. Kingdom of the Netherlands

15. Kingdom of Thailand

16. New Zealand

17. People’s Republic of Bangladesh

18. People’s Republic of China

19. Portuguese Republic

20. Republic of Armenia

21. Republic of India

22. Republic of Indonesia

23. Republic of Italy

24. Republic of Turkey

25. Republic of South Africa

26. Republic of the Philippines

27. Russian Federation

28. Socialist Republic of Vietnam

29. State of Qatar

30. Swiss Confederation

31. United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland

32. United Mexican States

33. United States of America



II. Introduction to the Committee

Since its foundation in June 1972, the United Nations Environment Programme,

otherwise known as UN Environment or UNEP, has been the highest governing body on

international environmental issues. This committee is responsible for regularly analyzing

global environmental issues and coordinating international efforts to combat emerging

problems on the matter. As a result, UNEP’s mission is “to provide leadership and encourage

partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and

peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations” (UN

Environment Programme). In that regard, UNEP works together with its 193 State Members

and representatives of civil society, as well as companies and other stakeholders, aiming to

mitigate the three environmental crises of climate change, nature and biodiversity loss, and

pollution and waste. (UN Environment Programme, 2022)

Throughout its history, “the UN Environment Programme has gained importance by

playing a key role in international environmental policy” (UNEP, 2020), especially by being a

facilitator of several major multilateral environmental agreements and conventions (MEAs).

Among these meetings are The Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as the Basel,

Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, in which UNEP can plan and implement action plans

to achieve its environmental and sustainable objectives. (UNEP, 2020)



III. Statement of the Issue

“Microplastic are miniscule plastic particles that measure less than five millimeters

long” (National Ocean Service, 2012). Said particles have been increasing throughout the

years, to the extent of reaching even the most remote areas such as the Arctic, Antarctica and

what we have discovered thus far of the deep seafloor. Microplastics are present everywhere

around us, and they “are generated mainly through commercial products (such as fabrics,

consumer products, cosmetics, etc.)” (European Environment Agency, 2022), in various

industries where they make use of large amounts of plastic; and it is also mostly generated

through plastic debris.

However, it is still unclear the quantity of damages microplastics might cause, but it is

clear that they are an emerging problem due to the fact that “Plastics can take hundreds and

thousands of years to decompose” (National Geographic Society, 2017). Microplastics have

raised concerns all over the world, and various governments and organizations have started

seeking solutions to this emerging problem; said solutions mainly focus on education and

raising awareness to reduce the gravity of the problem and attempts have been made in order

to retrieve said particles from the ocean. Many organizations have also been born due to the

rising concerns around the miniscule plastic particles; for instance we have the Global

Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML) which was launched in 2012, during the United

Nations Conference on Sustainable Development Goals (UNEP, 2017).



In the international and national framework, within the environmental responsibilities

of nations, the document of the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro stands out, “where a

treaty, called the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was established” (United

Nations, 2022). In it, the participating countries commit themselves, nationally and globally,

to care for biodiversity and promote sustainable and responsible actions to achieve

sustainable development goals. "To date, 171 Parties to the CBD, representing 89% of the

Parties, have developed National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs)"

(Convetion on Biological Diversity, 2020). Also, since 2010, "the Strategic Plan for

Biodiversity 2011-2020, which guides international efforts to implement the CBD and

combat biodiversity loss, has been implemented" (UN Convention on Biological Diversity

Secretariat, 2020). In addition, it has been incorporated along with the latter, “the Aichi

Biodiversity Targets, which incorporates the economic and social drivers of biodiversity loss

and threat into global solutions for sustainable ecosystems” (UN Convention on Biological

Diversity Secretariat, 2020). These strategies have provided an international framework for

promoting sustainability and engaging the United Nations and other international actors in the

mission.

Although microplastics are a recent topic, it has several relationships with the

Sustainable Development Goals. The topic of plastic debris falls under SDG 6, Clean Water

and Sanitation; SDG 12, Responsible Consumption and Production; SDG 14, Life Below

water; and SDG 15, Life on Land. “Plastic pollution is recognized as a severe anthropogenic

issue in the coastal and marine ecosystems across the world” (GGN Thushari, 2020), and



even to life on land due to its long due decomposition process, and its absorption properties,

making them vectors for pollutants.



IV. Topic History

PDF of Topic History

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DBoFvsYRDwTFwEH67oIMx4a8hPPTGA-0/view?usp=sharing


V. Current Issues

Throughout recent scientific research and official releases of the UN Environment

Programme, it has been found out that “nanoplastic particles act as vectors for various toxic

substances and damaging chemicals; due to their small size and absorptive properties,

microplastics can easily be ingested by various organisms; and if ingested, they can cause

poisoning and increasing mortality rate” (ClientEarth, 2020)

Brazil

Although Brazil, which “has a population of 216 million and ranks twelfth in the

world economy” (World Bank, 2022) , has many natural resources and is home to the

Amazon rainforest, the country has many environmental issues, such as deforestation, illegal

wildlife trade, water and air pollution, among others. According to RAJA UK, supported by

the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management, “Brazil ranks fourth in

the ranking of countries that discard the most waste in the oceans and annual plastic waste in

general. Brazil discards approximately 38 million kilograms in the oceans and annually

throws away 10.6 billion kg” (RAJA UK, 2021), Some of the actions taken by the

government are that in some states, “some states have approved municipal laws prohibiting

the distribution of plastic bags in supermarkets or laws that consist in replacing plastic bags

derived from oil in supermarkets with bags made from renewable materials” (CMS, 2021).



China

“China, with a population of 1.52 billion” (World Bank, 2022), faces several

environmental problems due to its overpopulation and industrial activity. According to the

RAJA UK research, “China ranks third in the ranking of countries with the highest annual

plastic waste, with 21.5 billion kilograms per year” (2021). It is also “in third place in the

ranking of countries with the highest number of plastics dumped in the ocean each year, with

over 70.7 million kg” (RAJA UK, 2021). One of the actions taken by China for its large

plastic waste in the environment is that according to the IVL Swedish Environmental

Research Institute, “it collaborated with the Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology, Nankai

University and China Textile Information Center from February to August 2022, with the aim

of researching and implementing solutions to the environmental problem” (2022).

India

“India, with a population of 1.64 billion and being the fifth largest economy” (World

Bank, 2022), faces several environmental consequences, including “poor management of

waste, air and water pollution, overpopulation, land degradation, among others” (Chopra R.,

2016). According to the members of the RAJA UK Organization previously mentioned, it

was found that “India takes second place, behind the United States, in the ranking of

countries with the most waste generated per year, with 26.3 billion kilograms/year” (RAJA

UK, 2021). However, India also topped the ranking issued by the same organization, “on the

most polluting countries to the oceans, with 126 million kilograms” (RAKA UK, 2021). As a

result, the nation's government “has recently imposed a ban on single-use plastic products

including plastic straws” (World Economic Forum, 2022). Also, in 2019, it was announced



that “the country will seek more sustainability and, since then, some industries have changed

to adapt to more eco-friendly measures” (UNEP, 2021).

Indonesia

Indonesia, located in Southern Asia, “with a population of 280 million” (World Bank,

2022), “is experiencing high population density and the rapid industrialization of the country”

(International Energy Agency, 2021), causing environmental issues, such as large-scale

deforestation and wildfires. The country ranks fifth in the list of RAJA UK, alongside the

countries with the highest amount of plastic waste in the oceans “with 9.1 billion kilograms

and third in the list of countries with the highest annual wastes, with a total of 56.333 million

kilograms” (2021). According to the OECD, “Indonesia aims to reduce marine plastic litter

by 70% relative to business as usual by 2025” (2021). To this end, it seeks to reduce plastic

usage, recycle products made of plastic, and expand safe waste disposal facilities.

United States

“The United States, with a population of 335 million and being the world's largest

economy” (World Bank, 2022), is facing several climate issues due to its industrialization and

modernization, such as deforestation, nuclear accidents, waste, air pollution, among others.

According to RAJA UK, supported by the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental

Management, “the United States of America ranks at the top of the list of countries with the

most annual waste, with 42 billion kilograms/year“ (2021). However, the country has taken

some action on the issue. For example, “on December 28, 2015, President Obama signed the



Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015, banning plastic microbeads in cosmetics and personal

care products” (U.S Food & Drug, 2019).

VI. Relevant International Action

As we research and acquire new information upon microplastics day by day, many

initiatives, whether it be local or international, have surfaced in order to decrease the effects

of said plastics in the environment. For instance, we have “The Global Partnership on Marine

Litter (GPML), which is a non profit, voluntary, and open ended partnership; intended to

serve as a forum for governments, international agencies, educational institutions, NGOs, and

individuals” (UNEP, 2017); where they can conjoin in order to fulfill the purpose of the

GPML of safeguarding human health and protecting the global environment from the

imminent dangers of microplastics. “This partnership also spreads awareness on their

damaging effects, and wishes to teach on how to manage marine litter at a global scale”

(UNEP, 2017).

According to the Global Partnership on Marine Litter, its activities mainly consist in:

“the reduction of the inflow of microbeads into marine life; promoting the reduction of mass

production and holding companies accountable for their social responsibility; and most

importantly, enhancing global cooperation and integration through the fulfillment of the

Honolulu Strategy” (2018).



The Honolulu Strategy is a framework that is planned to be carried out at a global,

national, and local level in order to reduce the damaging consequences of microplastics.

According to the UNEP in 2017, said framework is made up of three goals: “A): Reduced

amount and impact of land-based resources introduced into the sea; B): Reduced amount and

impact of sea-based sources introduced into the sea; C): Reduced amount and impact of

marine debris on shorelines, benthic habitats, and in pelagic waters” (UNEP, 2017).

Another partnership that is directed against microbeads that has surfaced, is the the

UN Environment Programme and the Secretariat of the World Health Organization

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. “Both organs have launched a social media

campaign that consists in raising awareness around microplastics present in cigarettes; as

seen that their ends are made up of cellulose acetate fibers, known as microplastics” (United

Nations, 2022). According to the UN Partnership Aims to Combat Microplastics in

Cigarettes, “the remains of cigarettes that are not properly disposed of, release their contents

into the environment, creating over 766 million kilograms of noxious waste annually” (2022).

Therefore, “the social media campaign seeks to educate online users with the help of social

media influencers and UNEPS Ambassadors in order to raise awareness around the pollution

of cigarettes, and to encourage individuals to seek for changes globally” (United Nations,

2022), so, that together as a global community tackle this problem and fulfill the sustainable

development goals.



VII. Guiding Questions

1. How has your delegation been affected by the presence of microplastics in its

territory?

2. How are the effects of microplastics directly affecting citizens in your country, as well

as the environment?

3. How are  microplastics a threat to wildlife and can endanger species, directly affecting

them and their habitats?

4. How can countries take responsibility for their environmental sustainability goals by

decreasing their use of plastic? What incentives or deterrents can be put into place?

5. Which companies/manufactures in your delegation produce the most microplastics

and how do they affect nationally and internationally?

6. How to tackle the issue of microplastics waste and the consequences it generates,

seeking a point of agreement with companies/manufactures, taking into account the

possible economic and environmental repercussions?
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