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Topic B:

Regulating the intake of GMOs in food.
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I. Quorum:

1. The Republic Armenia

2. Commonwealth of Australia,

3. People's Republic of Bangladesh

4. Federative Republic of Brazil

5. Kingdom of Cambodia,

6. People's Republic of China

7. Arab Republic of Egypt

8. French Republic

9. Federal Republic of Germany

10. Republic of India

11. Indonesia

12. Republic of Indonesia

13. Japan

14. Malaysia

15. United Mexican States

16. Kingdom of Morocco

17. Kingdom of the Netherlands

18. New Zealand

19. Kingdom of Norway

20. Republic of Portugal

21. Russian Federation

22. Republic of South Africa 

23. Kingdom of Spain

24. Kingdom of Sweden

25. Swiss Confederation

26. Kingdom of Thailand

27. Republic of Turkey

28. United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland 

29. United States of America 

30. Socialist Republic of Vietnam



II. Introduction to the Committee

Founded on April 7, 1948, the World Health Organization (WHO) consists of 194 member

states and is the United Nations’ agency that promotes health and is working towards providing

universal health coverage for those who don’t have access to quality healthcare. It was created for

the United Nations to be able to deal with health affairs. Some of its initial contributions were

dealing with diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, venereal disease, and other diseases.

Its primary goal is to work to achieve a higher health quality for everyone in the world. But

it also deals with public health issues, health research, classifying new diseases and dealing with

epidemics. To do so, the agency works with the UN, governments, experts, NGOs, and others to

achieve their goal of making healthcare accessible for all. WHO also critically aligns with the SDGs

of the 2030 Agenda, as it states the importance of health in the paragraph 26 of the 2030 Agenda

states: “To promote physical and mental health and well-being, and to extend life expectancy for all,

we must achieve universal health coverage and access to quality health care. No one must be left

behind”. WHO is also clearly aligned with the 3rd SDG, which poses that all people should have

good health and well-being.



III. Statement of the Issue

A genetically modified organism or GMO is a “plant, animal, or microorganism that has its

genetic material altered through a process called genetic engineering” (United States Food & Drug

Administrations, 2022). To perform a genetic alteration, the sequences of the bases in DNA strands

are manipulated through the use of biotechnological techniques. There are no current studies that

show GMOs as a toxic factor that affects the environment directly. However, there are statistics that

prove GMOs can be a countermeasure to regular pesticides. As foods can now be genetically

modified, there are less requirements for the use of pesticides. Farmers may produce GMO crops

that are resistant to herbicides, and so therefore crops are not damaged while herbicides are being

applied, and fewer spray is needed (United States Food and Drug Administration, 2022). It is

important to regulate the use of GMOs as they can create unexpected health and environmental

issues. The current process for verifying the appropriateness of a GMO is a thoroughly precise and

meticulous process which is run all over the world. Before any GMO product enters the consumer

market, extensive research and studies are conducted to make sure that they are consumer friendly

and that they follow the appropriate regulations (GMO Answers, n.d).



IV. Topic History

Humans have been genetically modifying crops since around 8000 BCE, through the use of

selective and crossbreeding. Years later, in 1973, biochemists Herbert Boyer and Stanley Cohen

engineered the first successful genetically engineered organism. Due to the public’s concern on the

potential harm these genetically engineered organisms could cause, the Asilomar Conference of

1975 took place to discuss the prior. This conference came to the conclusion that genetic

engineering should be permitted under the established guidelines. This conference set the

groundwork for each nation to develop their own regulations for GMO, the United States being the

first country to do so.



(Biswas, S., Srivastava, A., Yadav, S., Mishra, Y., 2021)



V. Current Issues

The use of GMOs in food production can greatly benefit the world by providing better and

higher quality products that last longer. This has been proved via an increased number of crops over

time. Furthermore, soil-damaging insecticides has decreased thanks to the production of

insect-resistant crops (United States Department of Agriculture, 2014). For example, in the case of

corn the use of insecticides had a drop from 0.21 pound per corn to 0.06 pound per corn in 2005 and

0.02 in 2010 (United States Department of Agriculture, 2014). However, the use of GMOs must not

be taken lightly. Due to the constant modification of organisms that will be ingested by humans, and

the impact these might have on the environment, it is essential that regulations are in place to avoid

any issue regarding this topic. Current regulations, although existent, still prove to be ineffective

and not efficient enough. Currently, in the European Union, there are 118 approved GMOs that have

been authorized via a strict GMO regulating framework (Bruetschy, 2019).



VI. Relevant International Action

Due to the concerns regarding GMOs, several guidelines have been set on an international

level to regulate them. To protect the environment, the Biodiversity Convention (1993) and the

Cartagena Protocol (2000) were ratified, both with the purpose of minimizing biological impact. To

regulate the trade of GMOs, the World Trade Organization (1994), states guidelines for the

commercialization of GMOs in article XX of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. To

further regulate trade, the Subsidiary Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (1993)

and the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (1995) also have articles and guidelines on the

trading of GMOs. (United States Food and Drug Administration, 2022).



VII. Guiding Questions

i Does your delegation currently have regulations on the production of food containing GMOs? If

so, what are the regulations put in place?

ii What regulations are necessary to avoid jeopardizing the health of those who consume GMOs?

iii What health issues can surge out of unregulated GMOs?

iv How can GMOs provide a greater financial support for farmers and agriculture businesses to

increase their profits?
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