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I. Quorum: 

1. Argentine Republic 

2. Barbados 

3. Belize 

4. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

5. Commonwealth of the Bahamas 

6. Commonwealth of Dominica 

7. Co-operative Republic of Guyana 

8. Dominion of Canada 

9. Federative Republic of Brazil 

10. Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis  

11. Grenada 

12. Jamaica 

13. Oriental Republic of Uruguay 

14. Plurinational State of Bolivia 

15. Republic of Chile 

16. Republic of Colombia 

17. Republic of Costa Rica 

18. Republic of Cuba 

19. Republic of Ecuador 

20. Republic of El Salvador 

21. Republic of Guatemala 

22. Republic of Haiti 

23. Republic of Honduras 

24. Republic of Nicaragua 

25. Republic of Panama 

26. Republic of Paraguay 

27. Republic of Peru 

28. Republic of Suriname  

29. Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

30. Saint Lucia 

31. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

32. United Mexican States 

33. United States of America 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Introduction to the Committee 

 
     The Organization of the American States (OAS) was created when twenty 

governments and the United States signed the OAS charter back in 1948 with the 

purpose of having better security.  A year after the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 

Assistance the organization emerged and the member states pledged to strengthen 

peace, promote representative democracy, and encourage economic and social 

cooperation. Since then, the member states have increased their numbers to thirty-five 

states and seventy-two permanent observers. 

       This organization is focused on human rights, social and economic development, 

electoral oversight, and security in the Western Hemisphere. Its primary function is to 

promote democracy, law enforcement operations and more through the inter-American 

system. Many foreign policies recognized this organization due to important regional 

diplomacy, ideological divisions, and its efforts to promote democratic principles. 

The OAS current leader is Secretary General Luis Almagro, Uruguay’s former foreign 

minister. The headquarters is in Washington DC where they have summits of the 

Americas every two to five years, in which each nation's leaders debate about initiatives 

to reinforce diplomatic ties. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Statement of the Issue 

 

      The rights of indigenous people get affected by the lack of attention by the 

government, their communities are in severe poverty, which leads to poor housing and 

nutrition so consequently they are in serious need of medical attention. Over 50% of 

indigenous adults in the world suffer of type 2 diabetes and their life expectancy is 

around 17 years lower. (Council on foreign relations, 2020) These communities rarely 

get vaccines distributed to them since they live in remote places where it is harder to 

reach them, the worst part of it is the language barrier, where there is a complication by 

not being able to communicate their needs since they speak different languages, have 

different cultures, etc. Having these communities far away from society can really 

impact children because they rarely have access to school or any type of education, by 

remaining in those conditions they are being deprived of future knowledge and future 

experiences or opportunities. Even though women today suffer from femicide, 

indigenous women have higher chances of going through it. In most countries 

indigenous women are more likely to go through teenage pregnancy, being raped, dying 

during pregnancy due to lack of medical attention and so on. 

    If we start contributing more the indigenous communities in all of America, it will 

richen our states, and could also help with SDG 11 SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND 

COMMUNITIES, those communities are the ones with the lowest carbon footprint, 

since they are much greener than metropolitan areas. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Topic History 

 

 
 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPV1zNtZo/FV7VLdRA60mQH-

UtLh32Lw/view?utm_content=DAFPV1zNtZo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink 
 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFPV1zNtZo/FV7VLdRA60mQH-UtLh32Lw/view?utm_content=DAFPV1zNtZo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
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V. Current Issues 

 

Canada  

 

     Canada’s Indigenous population have had a couple of rough years ever since they 

discovered the tombs buried under the Residential Schools that were made to reform them and 

erase their culture. They suffered during the pandemic especially because of their 

socioeconomic difference. Those groups live in inadequate conditions, houses filled with 

mold, no insulation, bad electricity, and very poor drinking water, which is uncommon for an 

area that according to the Community Housing Transformation Center has access to 20% of 

freshwater resources in the whole world (P. Wheeland, 2020).  The employment rate of 

indigenous people in Canada has gone up since 2017, but for ten years before that the 

percentage barely changed, their problems getting jobs affects their socioeconomic levels and 

so forth. (P.Wheeland,2020) 

       According to the Health Canada Statistics Indigenous people have a higher death rate 

than non-Indigenous people due to illness, malnutrition, among other factors. Indigenous 

children are 4 times more likely to die due to an accidental death than a non-indigenous child. 

In the First-Nations community (an indigenous group in Canada) it is said that 1 out of 5 have 

had suicidal thoughts throughout their life, suicide rates went up five to seven times higher in 

the First Nation’s youth that in other groups. (April 26 2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Peru  

      Peru’s diversity is so rich and indigenous communities contribute so much to it, but those 

communities are neglected by the government. In 2017, the Peruvian government ignored large 

communities in the Amazonian and Andean regions that had their main water 

source contaminated by toxic metals that had death risks. Peruvian Indigenous people are heavily 

neglected, especially in health care. Women have said that they have had allergies, rashes, 

miscarriages, stomach cramps, burning while urinating and more, also that children go through 

some of those symptoms too and have trouble paying attention in school. A study in 2016 made 

by the Peru’s Ministry of Health found an alarming amount of mercury, cadmium and lead in 

their system which can end up in serious health issues and even death. In 2021, Peru put out a 

new 30-year contract for oil exploration. It is in an area that affects 4 indigenous communities, 

even though their water is already contaminated now their crops, lands, and sacred areas will 

also be affected, they would do a clean-up in those communities before allowing any drilling. 

(Amnesty International, 2017) 

 

Mexico  

 

     Mexico has one of the most diverse groups of indigenous people in Latin America, even 

though 21% of the country identifies as indigenous according to the CONADI (2017), their 

right to land continues to pass by unnoticed. In 2017, there were 25 cases of forcible 

displacement affecting the lives of 20,000 people, 60% of them were indigenous. In 2017, 

the Tzotzil group was forcibly displaced and had one death during it (Mexican 

Commission on Defense and Promotion of Human Rights, 2017).  

 

 



 

 

    

         In 2018, there was an armed attack on their community and there were multiple 

casualties. Indigenous activists are targeted and killed through the years, most of them 

fighting for their land, and end up dead. When ranchers and indigenous groups fight over 

land the government tends to favor the ranchers by giving them the land. In 2016-2017 

there were peaceful protests in Puebla that ended up having 8 indigenous activists being 

investigated, and Manuel Gaspar Rodriguez (one of the 8 that were being investigated) was 

killed a year later. Femicide targets very frequently indigenous, in Mexico femicide rates 

went up by 137%, since most indigenous women are in bad socioeconomic state, they most 

likely are in unsafe situations, for example 70% of human trafficking in Mexican Cartels 

are Indigenous women (Eagan, M. 2020, November 30).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

VI. Relevant International Action 

 
       Over the past several decades, efforts have been made to develop a specific 

document that deals with the preservation of indigenous peoples around the world. One 

of the six working groups supervised by the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and 

Protection of Human Rights, the primary subsidiary body of the United Nations 

Commission on Human Rights, was founded in 1982 and was named the Working 

Group on Indigenous Populations.  

     José R. Martinez Cobo's study upon that issue of prejudice encountered by 

indigenous peoples led to the formation of the Working Group. The report described the 

indigenous peoples' persecution, marginalization, and exploitation. 182 States from all 

over the world came to an agreement on an outcome document during the Durban 

Review Conference in April 2009, saying that they "welcome” the adoption of the UN 

Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples, which benefits the victim’s protection, 

and in this regard, urged States to take all necessary steps to implement indigenous 

peoples' rights in conformity with international human rights standards without 

discrimination.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Guiding Questions 

 
1. How can your delegation guarantee that the rights of indigenous people are being 

taken seriously? 

2. What type of actions are the OAS state members doing to better the situation?  

3. How come indigenous women’s rights are not held in the same regard as other women? 

4. What has the UN made to change this problem over the time the United Nations 

has existed? 

5. What are the most recent changes/ resolutions/ treaties toward indigenous peoples 

rights NGOs, UN and NATO have made over the last decades? 

6. Has your delegation participated in any summits or resolutions that have helped 

their situation? 

7. Does your delegation’s country take indigenous people's rights seriously? Why or 

why not?  
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