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I. Quorum

1. Algeria (Democratic Republic of Argelia) 18. Madagascar (Republic of Madagascar)

2. Angola (Republic of Angola) 19. Malawi (Republic of Malawi Dziko)

3. Botswana (Republic of Botswana) 20. Morocco (Kingdom of Morocco)

4. Burundi (Republic of Burundi) 21. Mozambique (Republic of Mozambique)

5. Cameroon (Republic of Cameroon) 22. Niger (Republic of the Niger)

6. Central African Republic 23. Nigeria (Federal Republic of Nigeria)

7. Chad (Republic of Chad) 24. Rwanda (Republic of Rwanda)

8. Djibouti (Republic of Djibouti) 25. Somalia (Federal Republic of Somalia)

9. Democratic Republic of the Congo 26. South Africa (Republic of South Africa)

10. Egypt (Arab Republic of Egypt) 27. South Sudan (Republic of South Sudan)

11. Ethiopia (Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia) 28. Sudan (Republic of the Sudan)

12. Eritrea (State of Eritrea) 29. Tanzania (The United Republic of Tanzania)

13. Gambia (Republic of The Gambia) 30. Tunisia (Tunisian Republic)

14. Ghana (Republic of Ghana) 31. Uganda (Republic of Uganda)

15. Kenya (Republic of Kenya) 32. Zambia (Republic of Zambia)

16. Liberia (Republic of Liberia) 33. Zimbabwe (Republic of Zimbabwe)

17. Libya (State of Libya)



II. Introduction to the Committee

The African Union (AU) is the political community in charge of carrying out the

coordination and integration of the region, culture, economy, education, medical, scientific

and technological area, and defense policies. It was officially formed in 2002 to follow in the

steps of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), with the intention of refocusing attention

into cooperation and integration for economic growth and development of the continent.

On issues such as ongoing drought, insecurity and violence, the AU has found ways

to help put an end to these problems. Like the creation of treaties and reforms. These

resolutions have been enhanced and restored over time by powers within the AU bodies to

ensure and safeguard African society in ways that provide additional support such as control

over funding of operations and monitoring of relations within the continent.

This government body focuses on intensifying and coordinating cooperation for

development and also safeguarding the integrity and sovereignty of member states. In this

way to ensure security, peace, and stability within the continent, with the help of the Peace

and Security Council. Also, the AU maintains great alliances with the United Nations (UN)

that help improve sustainable development, distribute humanitarian aid and maintain

international peace and security.

It is essential to raise awareness about the current situation in Africa. As a society,

small actions help to improve the quality of life of African people, which is why the

committee will seek to encourage delegates to seek solutions for the greater good.



III. Statement on the Issue

After the controversial Ethiopian elections of 2019, where the Tigray People’s

Liberation Front (TPLF), who had been recently removed from over 30 years of power, lost

the elections to Abiy Ahmad. The TPLF questioned the legitimacy of the elections and

refused to join the Prosperity Party, a merging of political parties spearheaded by Ahmed’s

Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). Tensions rose between the

two sides for over a year, until November the 3rd, when the TPLF forces launched an attack

on the Northern Command of the National Security Forces. This was the trigger that finally

started what would become a bloody civil war between these two sides. (AU, 2022)

In the two years that have followed since this incident, violent and vicious conflict

has followed, with numerous reports of crimes against humanity committed by all sides of

the conflict. The total number of deaths resulting from the conflict varies in reports but has

been calculated between 300,000 and 500,000, including fighters, civilians, and victims from

secondary effects like famine and displacement. Sexual violence and rape is also a big

concern, since once again both sides have been found guilty of raping and subjecting minors

to physical and psychological abuse, with the number of victims already rising over 25,000 in

some estimates, as well as the ethnic cleansing and genocide of certain ethnic groups.

Tigrayan forces have wiped out whole villages who have resisted attempts of looting, and

discriminatory arrests as well as extrajudicial killings have been a concerningly common

practice by both sides. (AU, 2022)



It is essential that our committee can find a peaceful and timely solution to this

murderous conflict, as the death toll continues to rise day by day and war crimes perpetuate

violence against vulnerable groups. Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) number 16 aims

to “Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to

justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”. To

achieve this goal by the timetable proposed by the UN, it is imperative that this conflict is

solved, as it has been marked by racism, segregation, ethnic cleansing, and a divide between

two huge groups present in the country. These kinds of issues have held back African society

for decades now, to also achieve the committee’s goal of building an inclusive, peaceful, and

prosperous society in which the whole continent can coexist together peacefully and striving

for progress.



IV. Topic History



V. Current Issues

There have been numerous severe international human rights and war crimes

committed by both sides, with evidence to support the claims of several international

organizations. Nonprofits such as Genocide Watch have identified extrajudicial killings and

discriminatory arrests based on ethnicity, with Tigrayan citizens being arrested for their

identity and Tigrayans murdering hundreds of villagers who had resisted attempts of looting.

The prevalence of rape and sexual violence is also concerning, with some estimates

putting the number of victims as high as 26,000. Along with the sexual violence also comes

physical and mental abuse, it has been reported that some victims have been burned with hot

metal rods, been mutilated, and had nails or metal objects forced into their genitals, as well as

enduring slurs, STIs, and the trauma of being raped in front of family members. It is widely

believed that this is an intentional war tactic, and that both the government and the TPLF

have encouraged it among their forces. (HRW, 2021)



VI. Relevant International Action

Several different nations have been fueling this conflict, some more directly than

others. For example, Eritrea has sent over 40,000 troops to fight against the TPLF in Tigray,

as well as the alleged involvement of several thousand Somali fighters, not to mention the

countless war crimes these forces have committed. Other countries have interfered more in

the background, such as the UAE, Iran, and Turkey, who have supplied the Ethiopian

government with military equipment and drones, which have been used for over a year to

carry out airstrikes all along Tigray.

The African Union has been called upon several times in order to act as a mediator

between parties in peace negotiations, but both requests for dialogue made by Debretsion,

president of the TPLF, have been roundly rejected by Abiy Ahmed and the Ethiopian

Government, as well as several other offers for peace talks made by the Sudan Government,

an emergency summit of East African heads of state, and the A3+1 coalition, as well as the

USA. All proposals for mediation have been rejected strongly by the Ethiopian Government,

who have continued to increase their usage of the aforementioned military drones supplied

by foreign governments, and have repeatedly shown little to no intention of striving for a

peaceful end to this conflict.



VII. Guiding Questions

1. Has your delegation played a role in this conflict? If yes, what have they done?

2. Has your delegation gone through similar situations in the past? If so, what have they

done to solve them?

3. What is your delegation’s stance on this issue? Have they spoken about this event?

4. How have actions taken by the AU and UN played out, and how would your

delegation propose to improve upon these?
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