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I. Quorum

1. Arab Republic of Egypt 18. Republic of Estonia

2. Commonwealth of Australia 19. Republic of Guatemala

3. Czech Republic 20. Republic of Iraq

4. Federal Republic of Germany 21. Republic of Italy

5. French Republic 22. Republic of Lithuania

6. Hellenic Republic 23. Republic of Moldova

7. Hungary 24. Republic of Poland

8. Kingdom of Belgium 25. Republic of Turkey

9. Kingdom of Denmark 26. Romania

10. Kingdom of Spain 27. Russian Federation

11. Kingdom of the Netherlands 28. Slovak Republic

12. People’s Republic of China 29. Swiss Confederation

13. Republic of Armenia 30. Ukraine

14. Republic of Belarus 31. United Kingdom of Great Britain and

15. Republic of Bulgaria Northern Ireland

16. Republic of Colombia 32. United Mexican States

17. Republic of Croatia                             33. United States of America



II. Introduction to the Committee

The United Nations General Assembly (GA) is one of the multiple main bodies of the

United Nations, being the principal policy-making organ of the whole organization. The GA

was established in 1945 by the UN Charter and consists of 193 Member States of the United

Nations, each having an equal vote when passing resolutions. Comprising all Member States,

it provides a unique forum for multilateral discussion between nations on the full spectrum of

international issues related to peace and security, such as human rights, development,

international law, and arbitration of conflicts between the Member States. It elects

non-permanent members of the Security Council and other UN bodies such as the Human

Rights Council. It is also in charge of appointing the Secretary-General based on the Security

Council’s recommendation. Other main roles of the General Assembly consist of considering

reports from the other four organs of the United Nations, assessing the financial situations of

the Member States, and approving the UN budget.



III. Statement of the Issue

Everyone should enjoy human rights, despite who they are, where they are from, or in

this case, whether they are in prison or not. According to the United Nations, prisoners have

limited human rights and freedoms, as they have broken the law, but that does not mean that

their rights, dignity, and value as a human being should be disregarded. Prisons are supposed

to discipline those who have committed crimes or broken the law as a (not for) punishment,

while still respecting their human rights and needs. While that is the purpose, many prisons

fail to do so and constantly violate the prisoner’s rights by torturing them physically and

mentally, depriving them of food and water, and not offering the basic hygiene and medical

assistance needed to survive. Other abuses suffered by prisoners are abuse and extortion.

Guaranteeing the rights of prisoners, have an impact both on a global scale and on a lower

scale, between communities, as it reduces recidivism (former criminals reentering the prison

system), as well as violence and death in prisons. In other words, it allows for safer

communities and countries to be established since prisoners would be rehabilitated, instead of

being returned to society in a physically and mentally bad state, only causing them to reenter

a penal institution.

Another issue is that the rights of prisoners vary because of their race, sex, or religion.

An example is that studies show that black and Muslim detainees suffer worse treatment in

jails compared to their white counterparts (HM Inspectorate of Prisons, 2020). This is not an



issue that has recently come to light, but one that has been for years, and still occurs all over

the world.

There are different perspectives on what the rights given to prisoners should be,

varying from country to country. These postures vary on a spectrum that goes from

retribution to rehabilitation. Retribution is about punishing the criminal because they

committed a crime and discouraging them from perpetuating a future one, while

rehabilitation focuses on reforming the criminal by providing support. Despite the variations,

all countries part of the United Nations have accorded to basic principles, mainly: "All

prisoners shall be treated with the respect due to their inherent dignity and value as human

beings" (General Assembly resolution 45/111, 1990). Delegates should discuss how the rights

of prisoners (according to the Bill of Human Rights) be respected despite inmates having

limited freedom.



IV. Topic History

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFQQz5uVzo/jYTUm7Bnu_l99NH9XHq25w/view?utm_c

ontent=DAFQQz5uVzo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sh

arebutton

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFQQz5uVzo/jYTUm7Bnu_l99NH9XHq25w/view?utm_content=DAFQQz5uVzo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFQQz5uVzo/jYTUm7Bnu_l99NH9XHq25w/view?utm_content=DAFQQz5uVzo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFQQz5uVzo/jYTUm7Bnu_l99NH9XHq25w/view?utm_content=DAFQQz5uVzo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


V. Current Issues

United States

According to the Eighth Amendment, prisoners are protected from cruel and unusual

punishment, and a minimum standard of living. However, they do not have full constitutional

rights. Supreme Court cases have modified prisoners' rights. Some of them are Cooper v. Pate

(which ruled that inmates can sue in federal court), Turner v. Safley (made prisoners' rights

be subject to rational basis review), and Cutter v. Wilkinson (forced prisons that accepted

federal funds to allow religious activities and its accommodations). Despite them, the United

States has many accusations of racial disparities in prisons, mainly in the south. During the

pandemic, Black and Latino inmates died at twice the rate as white. Besides, the country uses

solitary confinement as a long-term punishment. Organizations such as the ACLU have

disapproved of this because it causes psychological harm.

Syria

As Amnesty International (2021) stated, in the Saydnaya Prison in Syria operated by

the Syrian government, the human rights of prisoners are being violated, as each week 20-50

people are hanged, causing around 13,000 deaths since 2011. Besides, prisoners are torture in



an “endless cycle of beatings” and it has inhuman conditions (ex. crowded and little

sunlight), causing the prisoners mental problems. Survivors end up mentally and physically

devastated. Despite the criticism of multiple countries and organizations, Syria has done little

to make a change. However, in March an anti-torture law was passed.

Norway

In Norway, reoffending rates have been drastically reduced in the last years, after

Norwegian Correctional Service eliminated their punitive "lock-up" approach, which had

harsh living conditions, as it focused on punishment and retribution. In the 1990s, it shifted

for rehabilitation, giving prisoners training and educational activities and changing the role of

guards. A second wave of change occurred in 2007, as new policies to help inmates reentry

were made. Some characteristics of their prison system is that the only right that is taken

away is liberty and that life sentence does not exist, as the maximum is 21 years (extensions

can be added if necessary). Norway even makes prisoner officer training to last around two

to three years. This system has made recidivism within the 5 years be reduced to 20%, while

30 years ago, it was 60-70%. However, this prison system is expensive, making it difficult to

be copied worldwide.



VI. Relevant International Action

The Human Rights Watch Project (1999) found the following in its research:

The principal international human rights documents clearly protect the human rights

of prisoners. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and

the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

Punishment both prohibit torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or

punishment, without exception or derogation. Article 10 of the ICCPR, in addition,

mandates that "[a]ll persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity

and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person." It also requires that

"the reform and social readaptation of prisoners" be an "essential aim" of

imprisonment.

Apart from those documents, which set a basis to international human rights of

inmates, the United Nations and its bodies, especially UNESCO, OHCHR, CCPCJ, and

UNODC, have worked to address the issue. Its base is the UN Standard Minimum Rules for

the Treatment of Prisoners, which serves as an inspiration to their efforts. It also established

an Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, a subcommitte to prevent torture by

recommending improvements based upon the information gathered in the ad hoc visits to the

facilities. UNODC also supports Member States to develop their rehabilitation and social

reintegration programs, ever since the implementation of the Global Programme for the

Implementation of the Doha Declaration.

http://www.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/b3ccpr.htm
http://www.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/h2catoc.htm
http://www.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/h2catoc.htm


VII. Guiding Questions

1. What is the criminal justice and prison system in your country? How does it work?

2. How are prison and prisoner conditions in your delegation? How has it been in past

years? Has violence and recidivism increased or decreased? Why?

3. How can it be ensured that all prisoners are treated the same, and not discriminated

against or violated?

4. What can be done about prisoners of war and detainees of “informal prisons”?

5. How can prisons become more effective? Should rehabilitation be taken more

seriously? What  about solitary confinement, torture, and the death penalty?

6. How can prisons be controlled to ensure that they are following the law and staying

transparent?

7. How can effective and feasible prison systems be created? Consider economic, social,

and cultural aspects.
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